Wake Up Little Gopal
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Before We Begin

Shri Vallabh

This story is inspired by one kirtan from pushtikirtan.com. These kirtans
express the divine experiences of Pushtimargiya poets. The pictures are
based on their descriptions. This little book is for younger children who
cannot yet read or understand the kirtans, so they may experience a little
of their beauty and divinity.

This is story is an adaptation inspired by the kirtans. We do not claim that it is an authentic
account. Please forgive any mistakes.
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Little Gopal lay in His beautiful bed. His mother,
Yashoda, called Him to wake. He was her dear child,
the joy of her heart. With all a mother’s love, she
offered herself to Him.
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Morning had come, and the darkness of night was

gone. The cowherd boys were calling too. Their voices
called to the same dear friend: Mohan, Kanhaiya, little

Gopal. It was time for Him to rise.
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Above them, the moon was growing pale. The sun had

appeared, bringing joy to the lotuses. Night was giving
way to day. Still Yashoda called her little one, her own
dear source of joy.
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His friends were playing their flutes. The cows were

waiting; they would not be let out without Him. The
boys, the flutes and the waiting cows were all part of
Gopal’s morning. His companions were ready, and His

mother was calling.
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Yashoda called her dear Lal to leave His beautiful bed.
Then Gopal moved the covering away from His face.
Now His mother could see Him. Her little one had
given her darshan, the sight of His beloved face.
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Gopal asked for curd and different kinds of tasty
sweets. The morning call had brought them to this
simple moment: a child asking His mother for
something to eat. Dear Gopal, whom everyone had

been calling, was ready for His meal.
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Ram and Shyam ate together. Shyam was little Gopal,
and Ram was His brother. The two were treasures of
all that is good and blessed. Now the morning held this
sight: the brothers together, sharing their meal.
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A little food remained on their platter after they had
eaten. Mandas received what the brothers had left: a
blessed gift from their meal. The morning that began
with a mother’s loving call had brought this gift of
Gopal and Ram.
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Original Kirtan and
English Meaning

A new line-by-line English translation

SRR MUTAATA ST SetotTs ||

Wake, little Gopal; Your mother offers herself to You in love.

331 dTd UTd 9T TST-1eh! TAfHR T ¢3d 99 aTadTd HigaTaars 1111

Rise, dear child. Morning has come, and night’s darkness has passed. All the
cowherd boys are calling, “Mohan! Kanhaiya!”

361 B AT Gehe TG HGHAT Tehell SYAT WI-hHer JEaTs |l

Rise, source of my joy. The moon in the sky has faded, and the radiant sun has
appeared, gladdening the lotuses.

Read the source kirtan on pushtikirtan.com
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https://pushtikirtan.com/kirtan/jagiye-gopallal-janani-4501

Original Kirtan and
English Meaning

A new line-by-line English translation - continued

@1 G T 9] qH a1 7 B¢ & I&T wTeT doil Tl Gad a8 1111

All Your friends are playing their flutes. The cows will not be let out without
You. Rise, dear Lal, and leave Your beautiful bed.

TEd U kAT JLMTeh! ST AR Y Aifierd! fafde 3@ fHare i

He drew the cloth away from His face and let Yashoda behold Him. Then He
asked for curd and many kinds of tasty sweets.

Sad Q1% TR Hehel HITeT UTHYT ARHA e S el AFGE UTs 11311

Ram and Shyam, treasures of every blessed quality, ate together. A little of their
food remained on the platter, and Mandas received it.

Read the source kirtan on pushtikirtan.com
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